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remarked, Is always the same for both sexes, which there-
fore look alike.
The eggs are two or three in number, placed in a rough
nest on the ground or in shallow water, and are generally
marked with dark spots. Few of the species, however,
breed in Southern Asia, most migrating to the Northern
tundras for this purpose.
The cranes possess a disposition very different from the
gloom)'' ferocity of the herons and the stolid clumsiness
of the storks. They walk and fly slowly and in a stately
manner, it is true, but they are lively and cheerful to
a degree, devoted to their mates, and addicted to social
amusements and athletic exercises, in the way of dancing
and running and playing with sticks when on the ground,
and soaring about in the air. They fly with the neck and
legs straight out, like storks, and their wings spread
level as in those birds, not turning clown at the tips as
in herons. On a journey they travel in wedges like wild
geese. They display much affection for their young,- and
are easily tamed, often becoming very affectionate, but
sometimes showing a spitefulness which from their size is
rather dangerous. Owing to their strength and courage
they should not be approached carelessly when wounded,
as they will fight hard under such circumstances,
No birds are so well suited for ornaments to parks and
public gardens as the cranes. Owing to the above consi-
deration, they should always be kept within a fence,
pinioned or with their wings cut. Only one wing should
be operated on, and the clipping need only be done once a
year, as cranes, like the duck tribe, cast all their quills
at once and renew them also simultaneously.
On this account they are unable to fly for a time at the
moulting season, and many are captured in this way.
If so big a bird as a crane has to be pinioned, a vete-
rinary surgeon ought to be entrusted with the work: the

